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THE    INLAND    PRINTER 


February,  IQ2I 


A  TRIBUTE  TO  CHICAGO  WOOD  ENGRAVING 
FROM  FAR  AWAY  JAPAN 

ITH  the  month  of  February  bringing  the 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, there  can  be  no  more  fitting  time  to 
present  the  accompanying  portrait.  Not 
only  does  this  portrait  present  a  striking 
likeness  of  one  of  the  greatest  and  most 
beloved  characters  in  American  history,  it 
also  marks  a  high  tribute  paid  to  American 
wood  engraving.  The  portrait  is  the  work  of  a  Chicago  wood 
engraver,  Nicholas  J.  Quirk,  who  engraved  it  from  the  pencil 
sketch  made  to  the  order  of  the  Roycrofters,  of  East  Aurora, 
New  York,  by  Jules  Gaspard,  a  well  known  Chicago  artist, 


whose  work  was  in  great  demand  by  publishers  at  the  time  of 
the  World's  Fair,  and  who  died  in  New  York  two  years  ago. 
An  artist's  proof  of  the  engraving,  which  with  a  number  of 
other  proofs  of  Mr.  Quirk's  work  was  by  request  sent  to  one 
of  the  prominent  wood  engravers  of  Japan,  was  placed  on 
exhibit  last  October  at  Ueno  Park,  the  Art  Institute  of  Japan, 
and  attracted  considerable  attention.  This  is  not  the  first 
specimen  of  Mr.  Quirk's  work  to  be  thus  honored.  During 
1919  his  portrait  of  the  late  Colonel  Roosevelt,  which  was 
printed  in  these  columns  last  February,  was  awarded  the 
bronze  trophy  medal  by  the  Bijitsu  Kyokwai,  the  Nippon  Arts 
Society,  of  Tokyo,  at  its  sixty-first  annual  exhibition.  The 
'medal  was  accompanied  by  a  two  color  parchment  certificate 
of  award,  which,  as  translated  by  Junpei  Aneha,  acting  Consul 
for  Japan  at  Chicago,  reads : 

Document  of  prize  in  the  sixty-first  Arts  Exhibition,  Tokyo,  Japan,  the 
25th,  October,  1919.  The  Nippon  Arts  Society  herewith  send  the  Third  Class 
Medal  to  Mr.  N.  J.  Quirk,  after  the  thorough  investigation  of  "  Picture  of  the 
Late  Theodore  Roosevelt  "  engraved  by  him  and  exhibited  by  Mr.  Sojun  Shi- 
basaki.  (Signed)  Seishin  Hirayama,  Chairman  of  Committee  of  the  Investiga- 
tion; Viscount  Kentaro  Kaneko,  President  of  the  Nippon  Arts  Society;  Prince 
Kunihiko,  Director  General  of  the  Nippon  Arts  Society. 


i 


The  late  Sojun  Shibasaki,  a  prominent  wood  engraver  of 
Tokyo,  and  founder  of  the  firm  of  Shibasaki  Seihan-Sho,  was 
responsible  for  the  Roosevelt  portrait  being  entered  in  the 
exhibition  before  his  sudden  death.  His  son,  Tokiwo  Shibasaki, 
a  very  promising  student  of  xylography,  who  has  sent  us  a  num- 
ber of  excellent  specimens  of  his  work,  among  them  a  portrait 


Reverse  of  Japanese  Medal  Awarded  Engraving  of 
Portrait  of  the  Late  Colonel  Roosevelt. 

of  the  editor  of  this  journal,  forwarded  the  medal  and  certifi- 
cate to  Mr.  Quirk,  and  wrote,  in  part :  "  It  is  one  of  the  very 
high  grade  medals  of  the  Arts  Society  of  Japan,  and  I  hope 
you  will  take  much  care  of  it.  If  you  have  any  photographs 
taken  with  the  medal  and  awarded  note  will  you  not  send  me 
one?" 

Naturally  Mr.  Quirk  prizes  the  medal  and  certificate  of 
award  very  highly,  and  he  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  dis- 


Tokiwo  Shibasaki. 

Young  Japanese  wood  engraver,  who  forwarded  the  award  to  Mr.  Quirk. 

tinct  honor  paid  him.  Inasmuch  as  the  medal  suggested  an 
extra  effort  to  stimulate  the  growing  demand  for  good  engrav- 
ing, Mr.  Quirk  has  cut  it  on  wood.  The  wood  cut,  shown  here, 
should  be  of  interest  as  it  shows  a  new  treatment  with  the 
"  graver  "  of  a  graceful  example  of  Japanese  sentiment  ex- 
pressed in  the  use  of  the  dove  of  peace  and  the  wisteria 
branches,  commemorating  the  conclusion  of  the  Great  War. 
As  it  was  nearly  a  year  before  word  was  received  of  the 
award  to  the  Roosevelt  portrait,  Mr.  Quirk  naturally  has  hopes 
of  receiving  further  professional  recognition  from  the  discrim- 
inating Japanese  art  jury. 


%iirk,  Mr. 


Abraham  Lincoln" — Quirk 
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Courtesy  of  the  artist. 

Engraved  by  Mr.  Quirk  from  tbe  pencil  sketch  made  to  the  order 
of  the  Roycrofters  by  Jules  Gaspard,  a  Chicago  artist. 
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